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A development model that shall 
flow downstream from the 

headstartof Pampanga River in 
the Central Luzon Region, 

Philippines



The Pantabangantown center settled along 
the headstartof the Upper Pampanga  River,  
was submerged in 1977 after more than 300 
years since the settlement was established. 
The PantabanganDam was built, which  
generates  112 megawatts of electricity and 
irrigates around 77,000 hectares of rice farms 
downstream.

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/48
6381468143688890/pdf/multi-page.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5SSmlkVvfo

The World Bank 
Financed the Project



This massive Upper Pampanga 
River irrigation system  has 
provided irrigation services to 
rice farmers in its service area. 
It has been providing 
electricity to thousands of 
households through the Luzon 
electric grid.

The sacrifice of the people of 
Pantabanganhas been their 
modest contribution to the 

regional development of the 
Central Luzon Region for over 

four decades. 

While Pantabanganbenefited also from the lake 
ecosystem formed, the ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

resettlement experience is worthy of recognition 
today. After four decades,  the people of 

Pantabagandesire to chart their  new destiny 
together for their own progressive way of life,  as 

well as for the benefit of their neighboring 
communities and even distant partners



The PantabanganLake that is 
formed by the dam has 
created an ecosystem of 
natural beauty and economic 
and environmental 
significance for multi-sectoral 
development opportunities. 
These areas of endeavor 
straddle agroforestry, fishing 
and aquaculture, rural 
industries, tourism, cultural 
and artistic works, water 
sports, cleanenergy,  training 
and convention center, 
traditional medicine,  
sustainable and modern 
agriculture, and 
environmental conservation.

The natural lake ecosystem 
that interacts with the local 
population and visitors  
compels inclusive 
development understanding 
and appreciation for  a 
balanced and sustainable 
economic growth, 
environmental stewardship, 
and social harmony.

Until today, development 
initiatives in Pantabanganare 
mostly in patches. 



Located in the eastern  part of Nueva 
Ecija on  the northeastern edge of  the  
Central Plain of Luzon,  Pantabangan
was a small settlement upstream of the 
Pampanga River, and between the Sierra 
Madre and Caraballo Mountain Ranges 
of Luzon Island,  when discovered on 
November 30, 1645 by Fr. Juan Alonzo 
de Abarca, an Augustinian priest who 
was with the 29th Spanish mission to  
the Philippines.

The municipality encompasses a land area of 
392 square kilometers or 151 square miles. Its 
population based on the 2015 Census was 
29,925. The population density is computed at 
76 inhabitants per square kilometer or 197 
inhabitants per square mile.


